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Steven Hall, who retired in 2015 after 
a decorated career at the cia, ran the 
agency’s Russia operations.

mother jones: If you were in-
volved in the Trump-Russia inves-
tigation, who or what would you 
hone in on?

steven hall: Mike Flynn, no 
doubt. It’s fun to think about what 
I would do if I was a Russian intel-
ligence o²  cer in charge of running 
these various operations. Not just 
the infl uence operation, which it’s 
quite clear now was pretty suc-
cessful in increasing the 
likelihood that Donald 
Trump would be 
elected. But if I 
was the svr [Rus-
sian foreign intel-
ligence] guy who 
was told, “Okay, 
your job is to try to 
fi nd whether there 
are members of the 
campaign who would 
be willing to play ball with 
us,” No. 1 on my list would be 
Flynn. First of all, he’s a former chief 
of the dia [Defense Intelligence 
Agency]. He’s an intelligence o²  -
cer, so he understands how discreet 
and clandestine you need to be if 
you’re going to cooperate on that 
level. And then, there’s the future: 
He’s probably going to land a pretty 
good job, assuming Trump wins. So 
it’s a win-win-win in terms of tar-
geting Flynn. Furthermore, he’s 
come to Moscow. He’s accepted 
money from Russian companies, 
and he’s tried to conceal that. So 
on paper, he’s a really good- looking 
candidate for a spy.

mj: Is there any parallel to this 
moment that you saw in your 30-
plus year career with the cia?

sh: The short answer is no. 
There have certainly been big spy 
cases in the past—Aldrich Ames, 
Robert Hanssen. But I can’t think 

of one that would be as senior a 
guy as somebody like the national 
security adviser, or even more un-
precedented—if it turns out that 
the Trump camp had the go-ahead 
from the big dog to talk to the Rus-
sians prior to the election.

mj: How likely is it that the Krem-
lin has collected kompromat on 
Trump?

sh: I can absolutely tell you that 
the fsb [Russia’s Federal Security 
Service] are rigged up to collect as 
much compromising information 

against any target they con-
sider to be valuable. So 

when Trump was 
there in Russia, 
would they have 
collected against 
him? I think the 
answer is yes. I 
think they would 
have seen Trump 
for what he was 

at the time, which 
to the Russian lens 

would have just been an 
American oligarch—a rich 

guy with considerable power who 
you might need something on at 
some point...He’s a good guy to have 
at your beck and call.

If there was compromising ma-
terial that had a shot at actually 
making Trump behave the way the 
Russians wanted him to, I would 
imagine it would be something fi -
nancial—illegal, dirty dealings, or 
something with legal import.

mj: Do you think Congress is able 
to investigate the Trump-Russia al-
legations eff ectively?

sh: I don’t think so, given where 
Congress is right now in terms of 
partisanship. There might have been 
a time historically—15, 20 years ago. 
Short of having an independent in-
vestigator or some other mechanism 
that can get rid of some of the parti-
sanship, I just don’t think it’s going 
to happen.

scion has volunteered 
to be interviewed about 
these contacts by the 
Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee. Kushner advo-
cated Trump’s firing of 
fbi Director James Comey 
in May, amid growing 
media scrutiny on how 
the Kushner family was 
leveraging the presidency 
to do business in China 
and elsewhere.  

 CABINET PLAYERS

JEFF SESSIONS
“I did not have com-
munications with the 
Russians,” the former 
Republican senator from 
Alabama said during 
his confirmation hear-
ings in January. That 
statement quickly came 
back to haunt the new 
attorney general, after 
the Washington Post 
reported that Sessions 
had met at least twice 
with Ambassador Kislyak 
during the presidential 
campaign—including the 
day after then-Director 
of National Intelligence 
James Clapper suggested 
publicly that Russia was 
behind the Democratic 
National Committee 
hack. Sessions said he 
was recusing himself 
from any investigations 
of Russian election med-
dling, but he later played 
a key role in firing the 
senior Justice Depart-
ment o¶  cial overseeing 
the probe—Comey.

WILBUR ROSS
In 2014, the billionaire 
(and “king of bankruptcy”) 
led a group of investors in 
a takeover of the Bank of 
Cyprus, an ailing finan-
cial institution with deep 
ties to Russia. Other top 
investors included oli-
garch Viktor Vekselberg 
and former kgb official 
Vladimir Strzhalkovsky. 
During Ross’ confi rmation 
process for commerce 
secretary, Senate Demo-
crats asked him for more 
details about the bank, 
including any loans made 
to Trump or his company. 
The Trump White House 
blocked the release of 
that information. But 
this probably isn’t the 
last we’ve heard about 
the bank: US Treasury 
officials are probing 
payments routed to lob-
byist (and former Trump 
campaign chairman) 
Paul Manafort through 
Cyprus— a hotbed of illicit 
Russian cash. In March, 
the Associated Press re-
ported that $1 million was 
directed to a Manafort-
linked company in 2009 
via the Bank of Cyprus.

REX TILLERSON
The secretary of state 
and former Exxon Mobil 
ceo, who was once 
deeply involved in the 
company’s operations 
in Russia, forged deep 
bonds with oligarchs 
and Kremlin officials. 
In 2013, Putin awarded 
him the Russian Order 
of Friendship.

ON KOMPROMAT
DEBRIEF: CIA
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   CZECH REPUBLIC’S FORMER   
   DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER   
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ALL THE PRESIDENT’S MEN

MICHAEL FLYNN
The former Defense In-
telligence Agency chief 
memorably led Republi-
can National Convention 
attendees in chants of  
“lock her up.” Now Flynn—
ousted less than a month 
into his job as Trump’s na-
tional security adviser—
is facing legal jeopardy 
of his own. According to 
members of the House 
Oversight Committee, the 
retired lieutenant general 
may have broken the law 

by failing to disclose pay-
ments from Russian and 
Turkish interests, includ-
ing for a Moscow speech 
he gave at an event cele-
brating RT, the Kremlin- 
backed broadcaster, 
where he was seated next 
to Putin. Barack Obama 
personally warned Trump 
about hiring Flynn, whom 
Obama had fired from 
his dia post. In January, 
acting Attorney General 
Sally Yates urgently told 
the Trump administra-
tion that Flynn had lied 
about his contacts with 
Ambassador Kislyak and 
could be vulnerable to 
Russian blackmail. When 
that news emerged in the 
Post three weeks later, 
Trump fired Flynn and 
blamed the media, calling 
Flynn a “wonderful man” 
who had been treated 
“very unfairly.” Flynn has 
offered to testify if of-
fered immunity. In May, 
the Senate Intelligence 

Committee subpoenaed 
records from him and his 
business associates.

PAUL MANAFORT
A lobbyist out of central 
casting, Manafort has 
repped some of the world’s 
shadiest autocrats and 
dictators, once flying to 
Angola in the ’80s amid 
the country’s bloody civil 
war to pitch warlord Jonas 
Savimbi. (In hacked text 
messages made public 
in February, Manafort’s 
daughter Andrea allegedly 
said her father had “no 
moral or legal compass” 
and described her family’s 
wealth as “blood money.”) 

Brought on to the Trump 
campaign at the urging 
of his former business 
partner Roger Stone, 
Manafort helped to guide 
it through the Republican 
convention. Manafort 
was ousted in August, as 
details emerged about 
his work for deposed 
Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych, a Putin ally, 
which allegedly involved 
$12.7 million in secret cash 

payments earmarked for 
Manafort. Scrutiny of 
Manafort, who is report-
edly under investigation 
by the fbi and the Trea-
sury Department, has ex-
panded to include his busi-
ness dealings with Oleg 
Deripaska, the Russian 
aluminum magnate and 
Putin ally who was denied 
a visa to the United States 
because of alleged ties to 
organized crime.

MY DINNER 
WITH VLAD
In December 2015, the Kremlin-backed cable 
channel RT celebrated its 10th anniversary with a 
conference and dinner in Moscow. Little noticed 
at the time, Vladimir Putin’s guests that night 
included future Trump national security adviser 
Michael Flynn and future Green Party presi-
dential candidate Jill Stein—an odd couple who 
refl ected the Russian president’s e� orts to court 
fringe fi gures on both the right and the left. Stein 
said the soiree was “a great opportunity to lay 
out some of my foreign policy proposals and get 
Russian reactions to them.” Flynn, who com-
manded a $45,000 fee to speak at the event, said 
he didn’t ask to be seated next to Putin. “I found 
it a great learning opportunity,” he told the 
Washington Post.

   DMITRY PESKOV,  
   PUTIN’S SPOKESMAN   
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PUTIN’S LONG GAME
Jack Barsky is a former kgb of-
fi cer who spent a decade spying 
in the United States before 
defecting in 1988. His 2017 
memoir, Deep Undercover: 
My Secret Life and Tangled 
Allegiances as a kgb Spy in 
America, details his path from 
a Soviet intelligence operative 
to a proud US c itizen.

mother jones: What type 
of intelligence interest would 
have been aroused by Donald 
Trump’s 2013 trip to Moscow? 
Is it likely he was surveilled?

jack barsky: Absolutely. In 
today’s Russia—if you go over 
there and talk business with 
senior businessmen, then 
you’ve had some contact with 
Russian intelligence without 
knowing it.

mj: Why was Russia so 
brazen in interfering in the 
US election?

jb: It wasn’t so much about 
getting Trump elected. It was 
about creating disorder, stir-
ring up problems, destabi-
lizing to the extent you can. 
Even prior to the internet, the 
kgb was famous for plant-
ing false news and somehow 
getting information circu-
lated in the Western world 
that was entirely phony. They 
are taking advantage of the 
“weaknesses” of an open so-
ciety. It’s actually a strength. 

But from the point of view of 
a tightly controlled regime, 
our openness, the ability to 
plant all kinds of information 
with all kinds of people be-
cause we don’t have a tightly, 
centrally controlled media—
that is a weakness.

They absolutely succeeded 
to some degree. And we are 
helping with this success. 
That’s what bothers me. We 
took the bait, the media and 
the politicians. We are wal-
lowing in this internal bick-
ering. The longer this goes 
on, the more folks back in 
Moscow will rub their hands 
and say, “Hey, this is going 
pretty well.”

mj: What’s Russia’s end-
game?

jb: Reestablishing the 
Russian empire. It doesn’t 
necessarily mean conquer-
ing Europe and being super-
aggressive like Hitler was, 
but establishing themselves 
again as a power to be reck-
oned with in the world. After 
the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, Russia lost signifi cant 
infl uence and power. And 
Putin wants to restore this. 
That’s historically something 
that’s part of the Russian 
national character. And ob-
viously, any kind of intelli-
gence eff orts will try to 
support that end goal.

ROGER STONE
The 64-year-old, who 
proudly sports a tattoo of 
Richard Nixon across his 
back, has made a career of 
political subterfuge. He cut 
his teeth at 19 as a Nixon 
dirty trickster, once hiring 
a gop operative to infil-
trate George McGovern’s 
campaign. He later co-
founded the lobbying fi rm 
of Black, Manafort, Stone & 
Atwater in the early 1980s. 
He has advised Trump 
for decades, lobbying on 
behalf of Trump’s casino 
interests and serving as 
campaign manager of the 
real estate mogul’s short-
lived presidential campaign 
in 2000. During the 2016 
campaign, Stone seemed 
to possess uncanny knowl-
edge of what WikiLeaks 
had in store for Hillary 
Clinton. On October 1, he 
tweeted, “Wednesday 
@HillaryClinton is done. 
#Wikileaks.” Less than 
a week later, WikiLeaks 
began publishing the 
emails of Clinton campaign 
chair John Podesta. Stone 
claimed he was in touch 
with WikiLeaks’ founder, 
Julian Assange, and that 
he exchanged direct mes-
sages with Guccifer 2.0—
the handle for the alleged 
Russian hacker(s) who 
posted the stolen dnc 
emails. Reportedly under 
investigation by the fbi, 
Stone has strenuously 
denied any collusion with 
Russians and has volun-
teered to testify before 
Congress. But anything he 
says should be taken with 
a grain of salt —his mantra, 
after all, is:  “Admit nothing, 
deny everything, launch 
counterattack.”

MICHAEL COHEN
In the dossier produced by 
the ex-British spy Steele, 
Trump’s pugnacious per-
sonal lawyer surfaced 
as an alleged liaison to 
Russian o¶  cials—a charge 
he strongly denies. He has 
long-standing business and 
family ties to Ukraine. In 
January, he hand-delivered 
a peace plan for Ukraine 
and Russia to then-national 
security adviser Flynn, ac-
cording to the New York 
Times. The e� ort also in-
volved Trump’s business 
associate Sater and Andrii 
V. Artemenko, a Ukrainian 
lawmaker.

J.D. GORDON
The former Navy officer 
and Pentagon spokesman, 
who advised the Trump 
campaign on national secu-
rity policy, has reportedly 
acknowledged advocating 
a controversial platform 
change at the Republican 
National Convention: re-
moving language calling 
for the provision of “lethal 
defensive weapons” to 
Ukraine to protect the 
country from Russian ag-
gression. Gordon was also 
one of several Trump cam-
paign aides who met with 
Ambassador Kislyak during 
the Republican convention.

RICK GATES
As Manafort’s right-hand 
man, Gates helped him 
lobby on behalf of Putin- 
allied Ukrainian President 
Yanukovych and was in-
volved in at least two 
multimillion-dollar deals 
with Russian oligarchs—
one with Deripaska and 
another with Ukrainian 
natural-gas titan Dmitry 

DEBRIEF: EX-KGB
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“HE’S RUNNING 
HIS COUNTRY, 
AND AT LEAST 

HE’S A LEADER, 
UNLIKE WHAT 

WE HAVE IN 
THIS COUNTRY.

I THINK OUR 
COUNTRY DOES 

PLENTY OF 
KILLING ALSO, 

JOE.”

“I HAVE NO 
RELATIONSHIP 
WITH [PUTIN] 
OTHER THAN 

HE CALLED ME 
A GENIUS. HE 

SAID, ‘DONALD 
TRUMP IS A 

GENIUS AND 
HE IS GOING 

TO BE THE 
LEADER OF THE 

PARTY AND 
HE’S GOING 

TO BE THE 
LEADER OF THE 

WORLD,’ OR 
SOMETHING.”

DECEMBER 
2015: 

FEBRUARY 
2016: 

On Morning Joe, Trump 
dismisses Putin’s auto-

cratic reputation: 

At a campaign rally, 
Trump says, 

(Putin never called 
Trump a genius.)

Firtash. Like Manafort, 
Gates did not disclose 
his work as a foreign 
agent to the Justice 
Department last year, 
a possible violation of 
the law. Following the 
election he helped form 
a nonprofit promot-
ing Trump’s agenda, 
but he departed after 
the Associated Press 
reported Manafort’s 
business dealings with 
Deripaska.

MICHAEL CAPUTO
The veteran PR consul-
tant ran communica-
tions for Trump’s 2016 
primary campaign in 
New York. But before 
that, he spent years 
working in Russia, fi rst 
for the US Agency for 
International Develop-
ment and then for his 
own Moscow PR firm. 
In 2000, he was hired 
by Gazprom Media to 
burnish Putin’s image 
in the United States. 
At one point, fearing 
Russian organized- 
crime figures were 
hunting him, Caputo 
(and his parrot, August 
West) took refuge on a 
boat in Florida.

CARTER PAGE
“I think he is an idiot”—
so said one Russian spy 
to another of a 2013 
effort to recruit Page 
as an intelligence asset. 
(“I didn’t want to be a 
spy,”  Page has said. “I 
am not a spy.”) Wash-
ington foreign policy 
hands scratched their 
heads when Trump cited 
the obscure energy con-
sultant, who had once 

worked for Merrill Lynch 
in Russia, as one of his 
campaign advisers. And 
Page’s July 2016 speech 
in Moscow, where he 
sharply criticized US 
foreign policy toward 
Russia, drew notice at 
the fbi, kicking off the 
bureau’s ongoing probe 
into Trump associates. 
Page, a central fi gure in 
the Trump-Russia im-
broglio, recently gave 
a series of bizarre in-
terviews in which he 
dodged questions but 
also seemed to impli-
cate himself. He ac-
knowledged meeting 
with Kislyak during the 
gop convention and, 
after fi rst denying that 
he had discussed the 
easing of sanctions 
with Russian officials, 
hedged in an interview 
with George Stepha-
nopoulos: “Something 
may have come up in a 
conversation. I have no 
recollection.”

ERIK PRINCE
In January, according 
to the Washington 
Post, the founder of 
notorious private secu-
rity contractor Black-
water—whose sister is 
Trump’s education sec-
retary, Betsy DeVos—
held a secret meeting 
in the Seychelles with a 
Russian close to Putin in 
an e� ort to establish an 
uno¶  cial back channel 
between Moscow and 
Trump. Prince also re-
portedly advised Trump 
aides, including Flynn, 
during the transition. 
(Prince denies both 
claims.)

EZRA COHEN-
WATNICK
The 30-year-old Na-
tion al Security Council 
o¶  cial is a member of 
the “Flynnstones,” as 
the dwindling cadre of 
Flynn loyalists on the 
nsc are known. After 
Flynn’s firing, incom-
ing national security 
adviser H.R. McMaster 
attempted to remove 
Cohen- Watnick from 
h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  b u t 
top Trump advisers 
Kushner and Steve 
Bannon intervened to 
save his job. Cohen- 
Watnick—known for 
his hawkish views on 
Iran and for clashing 
with cia sta� ers—was 
among a trio of White 
House o¶  cials involved 
in an e� ort to lend cre-
dence to the president’s 
baseless claim that he 
had been wiretapped by 
the Obama administra-
tion. The nsc sta� er—
a l o n g  w i t h  W h i te 
House lawyers Michael 
Ellis and John Eisen-
berg—helped provide 
Rep. Devin Nunes with 
access to classifi ed doc-
uments that the House 
Intelligence Commit-
tee chairman cited as 
evidence, wrongly, that 
Trump associates had 
been inappropriately 
“unmasked” in surveil-
lance intercepts.

INVESTIGATORS 
AND INTEL

JOHN BRENNAN
In August, the then-cia 
director held urgent 
briefi ngs with Congress’ 
Gang of Eight law-

makers about Russia’s 
efforts to get Trump 
elected. Before step-
ping down on Inaugu-
ration Day, he told Fox 
News that Trump lacks 
a “full understanding 
of Russian capabilities 
and the actions they 
are taking on the world.” 
On January 6, the Na-
tional Security Agency, 
the cia, and the fbi an-
nounced that “Putin 
and the Russian Gov-
ernment aspired to help 
President-elect Trump’s 
election chances when 
possible by discrediting 
Secretary Clinton and 
publicly contrasting her 
unfavorably to him.”

JAMES CLAPPER
In May, the former di-
rector of national in-
telligence debunked 
one of Trump’s favorite 
pieces of spin. The pres-
ident loved pointing out 
that Clapper once said 
he’d seen no evidence 
of collusion between 
the Trump campaign 
and Russia. But in con-
gressional testimony, 
Clapper clarified that 
at the time he made 
that statement, back 
in March, he was not in 
a position to know of 
the fbi’s counterintel-
ligence investigation 
into Trump’s Russia 
ties. And he testified 
that Trump’s denials 
and downplaying of 
Russian election inter-
ference had aided the 
Kremlin.
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SALLY YATES
Six days after Trump’s 
inauguration, the then- 
acting attorney general 
paid an urgent visit to the 
White House to alert the 
administration that Flynn 
had lied about his inter-
actions with the Russian 
ambassador and could be 
vulnerable to blackmail. 
“To state the obvious: 
You don’t want your na-
tional security adviser 
compromised with the 
Russians,” she testified 
in May. Instead of acting 
on her warning, Trump 
waited another three 
weeks to ax his national 
security adviser, doing 
so only after the Wash-
ington Post reported on 
Flynn’s communications 
with Kislyak. A longtime 
Justice Department o¶  -
cial who once served as US 
attorney for the Northern 
District of Georgia, Yates 
was abruptly fi red in late 
January after she refused 
to enforce the adminis-
tration’s hastily executed 
“Muslim ban.”

JAMES COMEY
When news of his fi ring 
flashed across a TV 
screen on May 9, Comey 
thought it was a prank. 
Trump had previously 
praised the Justice De-
partment veteran after 
he briefly reopened the 
bureau’s investigation 
into Clinton’s emails just 
before the presidential 

election. Shortly after 
his inauguration, Trump 
summoned Comey for a 
private dinner, where he 
asked for the fbi direc-
tor’s political loyalty, the 
New York Times reported; 
Comey promised him 
“honesty.” The relation-
ship went downhill from 
there. Comey perhaps 
sealed his fate when he 
publicly confirmed the 
bureau’s ongoing probe 
into the Trump campaign 
and dismissed Trump’s 
claims that he was wire-
tapped by the Obama 
administration. Trump 
recalled of his decision 
to fire Comey, “When 
I decided to just do it, I 
said to myself, I said, ‘You 
know, this  Russia  thing 
with Trump and Russia is 
a made-up story.’” News 
s o o n  e m e rg e d  t h a t 
Comey kept detailed 
memos of his interactions 
with Trump, including on 
the president pressuring 
him to quash a growing 
fbi investigation into 
Michael Flynn.

CHRISTOPHER STEELE
A real-life James Bond 
who worked undercover 
for MI6 in Moscow in the 
1990s and later oversaw 
the British intelligence 
agency’s Russia opera-
tions, the ex-British spy 
was hired by a US research 
fi rm during the presiden-
tial campaign to look into 
Trump’s business ties in 
Russia. His network of 
sources provided him 
with alarming allega-
tions, including that the 
Putin regime possessed 
compromising informa-
tion on Trump and had 
been cultivating the real 
estate mogul for years. 
His memos also contained 

salacious allegations re-
garding Trump’s personal 
conduct while visiting 
Russia. In July 2016, Steele 
passed his fi ndings on to 
contacts in the fbi; after 
the election, US intelli-
gence officials briefed 
Obama and Trump about 
the memos. The Senate In-
telligence Committee may 
seek to question Steele as 
part of its investigation 
into possible Russian inter-
ference in the US election.

ROBERT MUELLER
George W. Bush tapped 
the ex-Marine and federal 
prosecutor to head the 
fbi just days before the 
9/11 attacks. He went on 
to lead the bureau for 
12 years, becoming the 

longest- serving fbi direc-
tor since J. Edgar Hoover. 
Like his friend James 
Comey, Mueller has an 
independent streak and 
no qualms about taking 
on the powers that be. 
During the Bush years, 
he nearly resigned over 
what he saw as a rogue 
White House e� ort with 
the National Security 
Agency’s warrantless 
surveillance program. As 
special counsel in charge 
of an investigation that 
Trump has dubbed an un-
precedented “witch hunt,” 
Mueller is likely to again 
butt heads with a sitting 
president.

HACKERS AND HACKS

JULIAN ASSANGE
Conservatives once called 
for the WikiLeaks founder 
to be locked up. During 
the 2016 campaign, Trump 
allies, including Roger 
Stone and Alex Jones, 
hailed him as a hero for 
releasing hacked emails 
from the dnc and Clinton 
campaign chairman John 
Podesta. (Stone claimed to 
have “back-channel com-
munications” with the 
hacktivist during the cam-
paign.) Assange—who has 
taken refuge in Ecuador’s 
London Embassy since 
2012 to avoid extradition 
to Sweden over rape al-
legations (the case was 
dropped in May)—has 
claimed the source for 
the hacked messages was 
not the Russian govern-
ment. The US intelligence 
community begs to di� er. 

TRUMPAGANDA
There are four basic techniques of pro-
paganda—the 4Ds—according to Ben 
Nimmo, an England-based analyst of 
Russian information warfare. Though 
he’s mostly applied them to Putin’s dis-
information operations, they also pro-
vide a helpful lens for understanding 
Donald Trump’s mastery of spin.

1. DISMISS: Reject uncomfortable al-
legations or facts.
EXAMPLE: One day before he fi red 
fbi Director James Comey, Trump 
tweeted, “The Russia-Trump collu-
sion story is a total hoax.”

2. DISTRACT: Throw out diversionary 
stories or shiny counterclaims.
EXAMPLE: As reports of his staff-
ers’ Russian ties heated up in March, 
Trump tweeted that “Obama had my 
‘wires tapped’ in Trump Tower just 
before the victory.”

3. DISTORT: If you don’t like the facts, 
invent your own.
EXAMPLE: “The nsa and fbi tell Con-
gress that Russia did not influence 
electoral process,” Trump tweeted 
in March, just after National Security 
Agency Director Mike Rogers and 
Comey testifi ed that Russia had tried 
to do exactly that.

4. DISMAY: And if all else fails, try to 
scare them into shutting up.
EXAMPLE: During the election, 
Trump threatened to prosecute Hil-
lary Clinton if he became president. 
Trump has also threatened to roll 
back First Amendment protections 
for journalists who report “purposely 
negative and horrible and false arti-
cles” about him: “We’re going to open 
up libel laws, folks, and we’re going to 
have people sue you like you never got 
sued before.”
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“I NEVER MET 
PUTIN. I DON’T 

KNOW WHO 
PUTIN IS,”

 Trump says. He also 
refuses to warn Putin to 
stay out of the US presi-

dential election:

 
“I’M NOT GOING 
TO TELL PUTIN 

WHAT TO DO. 
WHY SHOULD 
I TELL PUTIN 

WHAT TO DO?”

“I DO RESPECT 
HIM…WHAT 

DO YOU 
THINK, OUR 

COUNTRY’S SO 
INNOCENT?”

“I DON’T 
KNOW 

PUTIN.”

JULY 2016: 

OCTOBER 2016: 

FEBRUARY 
2017: 

At the second presi-
dential debate, Trump 

declares again, 

Trump defends Putin to 
Bill O’Reilly: 

BODIES OF 
EVIDENCE?WikiLeaks’ release of the 

first batch of Podesta’s 
emails was curiously timed: 
It dropped less than an 
hour after a video clip of 
Trump bragging about 
sexual assault went public. 
Thereafter, the material was 
released in daily batches—
that is, in a manner designed 
to infl ict maximum harm to 
the Clinton campaign.

GUCCIFER 2.0
Guccifer was the handle of a 
notorious Romanian hacker 
who was sentenced to 52 
months in prison in 2016. 
Guccifer 2.0 is the online 
persona that surfaced in 
June 2016 to take credit 
for hacking the dnc. The 
persona has claimed to be 
a lone wolf from Romania, 
but the intelligence com-
munity and outside experts 
have concluded that Gucci-
fer 2.0 (which direct-mes-
saged with Stone) is almost 
certainly a front for Russian 
intelligence. It’s a misogy-
nistic one at that. “I’ve never 
met a female hacker of the 
highest level,” Guccifer 2.0 
wrote last year. “Girls, don’t 
get o� ended, I love you.”

DC LEAKS
The mysterious website 
and its associated Twitter 
feed popped up in June 
2016. Over the course of the 
campaign, it published the 
hacked emails of military 
and political targets, in-
cluding Colin Powell , 
nato commander General 
Philip Breedlove, and the 
campaign staffs of Sens. 
John McCain and Lindsey 
Graham. The people behind 
DC Leaks, which is no longer 
active, claimed to be “Amer-
ican hacktivists,” but the 
US intelligence community 
reported that the site was 
a front for Russia’s military 
intelligence service.

RT AND SPUTNIK
In its joint report on Mos-
cow’s election meddling, 
the US intelligence com-
munity described RT, the 

TV network formerly 
known as Russia Today, 
as “the Kremlin’s principal 
international propaganda 
outlet.” The report noted it 
“has actively collaborated 
with WikiLeaks”; Assange 
hosted a show for the 
network in 2012. RT also has 
controversial ties to Flynn, 
who was paid to speak at a 
2015 gala for RT in Moscow 
and frequently appeared as 
an analyst on the network. 
Another Kremlin-supported 
outlet, Sputnik, spread fake 
news while boosting Trump 
and attacking Clinton.

COZY BEAR AND 
FANCY BEAR
The shadowy groups are 
affiliated with different 
branches of the Russian 
security apparatus. Cozy 
Bear has been linked to a 
variety of cyberattacks 
against government and 
corporate targets through-
out the world, including a 
2015 spear-phishing attack 
on the Joint Chiefs of Sta� . 
According to CrowdStrike, 
the cybersecurity firm 
hired by the dnc, Cozy Bear 
first targeted the dnc in 
the summer of 2015. Fancy 
Bear penetrated the dnc’s 
network in April 2016, ap-
parently unaware Cozy 
Bear had gotten there fi rst. 
The group’s targets have 
ranged from the World 
Anti- Doping Agency to the 
German parliament.

RUSSIAN CONNECTIONS

SERGEY KISLYAK
Following the 2016 pres-
idential election, it came 
to light that Kislyak—the 
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Russian ambassador to 
the United States since 
2008 and formerly Rus-
sia’s deputy minister of 
foreign a� airs—held mul-

tiple private meetings and 
phone conversations with 
Trump campaign surro-
gates and aides, including  
then Sen. Jeff Sessions, 

Carter Page, J.D. Gordon, 
and Jared Kushner. His 
pre-inauguration com-
munications with Flynn—
which included discussion 

of US sanctions targeting 
Russia—led to Flynn’s 
ouster. Kislyak told the 
Washington Post he was 
in contact with Flynn 
before the election, but he 
declined to say what they 
discussed. Some US intel-
ligence officials allege 
that Kislyak is not just a 
diplomat, but a talented 
spy-recruiter.

SERGEY GORKOV
A graduate of the fsb’s 
finishing school for 
spies, Gorkov heads 
V n e s h e c o n o m b a n k , 
Russia’s state-owned de-
velopment bank—effec-
tively Putin’s slush fund. 
With its board seeded with 
Kremlin ministers, includ-
ing Prime Minister Dmitri 
Medvedev, the bank was 
the majority lender for the 
Sochi Olympics, has helped 
Russia gain fi nancial power 
in Ukraine, and is cur-
rently under US sanctions 
because of Russia’s 2014 
annexation of Crimea. In 
December 2016, Gorkov 
attended a meeting with 
Jared Kushner brokered 
by Kislyak.

FELIX SATER
This Russian Ameri-
can businessman (and 
onetime fbi informant) 
has quite the rap sheet, 
including prison time 
for stabbing a man with 

the stem of a margarita 
glass and a guilty plea in 
a Mafi a-linked racketeer-
ing case. Though Trump 
claimed in a 2013 depo-
sition that he wouldn’t 
know Sater if they were in 
the same room, the pair in 
fact worked together on a 
variety of projects, includ-
ing a potential Moscow 
hotel. Once a managing 
partner of Bayrock Group, 
a real estate firm with 
offices in Trump Tower 
and alleged organized 
crime ties, Sater report-
edly worked as a senior 
adviser to Trump in 2010, 
with a Trump Organiza-
tion email address and 
business card. In January, 
Sater met with Trump 
attorney Michael Cohen 
and Andrii Artemenko, 
a pro-Putin Ukrainian 
lawmaker, to discuss a 
“peace plan” for Ukraine 
and Russia.

ANDRII ARTEMENKO
Currently facing an inquiry 
by Ukrainian prosecutors 
into possible treason over 
his collaboration with 
Trump associates on the 
Russia-friendly peace plan, 
the Ukrainian parliament 
member claims to have 
evidence of corruption 
that could oust his coun-
try’s current pro-European 
president. Artemenko has 
spent time in prison on 
embezzlement charges 
(eventually dropped) that 
he says were politically 
motivated.

TEVFIK ARIF
The Kazakh founder of 
the Bayrock real estate 
fi rm was formerly a ussr
commerce official. He 

Andrei Soldatov is a longtime Rus-
sian investigative reporter, the co-
founder of Agenta.ru, a website fo-
cusing on the Russian secret services, 
and the co-author of two books on 
Russian intelligence activities.

mother jones: Do you think 
WikiLeaks is actively coordinat-
ing with Russian interests?

andrei soldatov: Yeah, after 
2016 I think it’s pretty clear.

mj: How does that relationship 
work?

as: The entire history of the 
Russian hacking operations is 
mostly outsourced operations, 
so you can easily deny your re-
sponsibility. It’s not so hierarchi-
cal and direct, like you have the 
government secret agency and 
you have WikiLeaks and you have 
one guy in between. It might be 
much more complicated.

mj: Can you walk us through 
the ecosystem of how the Russian 
hacking operations work?

as: You have three elements: 
You have the secret services, 
mostly the fsb. They have ex-
tremely good connections to 
criminal hackers and the IT in-
dustry because the fsb is also in 
charge of licensing all activities in 
cyber, like encryption. The mili-
tary is a second actor, extremely 
active now, extremely adven-
turous. Then you have informal 
actors, people who have their 
own direct access to the Kremlin. 
Some of them might work for the 
security services, but a lot of these 
guys work directly for the admin-
istration of the president.

This tactic was developed in 
1999, when the Chechens found 

a way to start all these web-
sites about what’s going on in 
Chechnya. That was a real threat. 
So the security agencies got some 
students to hack these websites. 
And immediately the Kremlin 
understood that if you’ve got 
students, not government actors, 
attack ing your targets, it provides 
you deniable responsibility. And 
immediately they started encour-
aging these people to attack other 
sensitive targets. Some targets 
were based in Russia: indepen-
dent media, political opposition. 
Some were based outside the 
country. But the Kremlin under-
stood outsourcing is much more 
eff ective. They have been using 
this trick ever since.

mj: The US intelligence com-
munity has concluded that the 
hacking operation was closely di-
rected by Putin.

as: It’s entirely plausible to me. 
This election was really personal 
for Putin because he believed 
that Clinton is a personal enemy. 
He genuinely believed she was 
behind the Moscow protests in 
2012, 2011. I do not think these 
groups would try to do some-
thing without his authorization 
or his knowledge. It would be 
really crazy.

mj: How do everyday Russians 
view this whole episode?

as: It’s a strange combination 
of two thoughts. The fi rst one is, 
“Look how ridiculous are Amer-
icans. They blame us for every-
thing.” And the second thought 
is, “Look how great we are. We 
are to blame for everything in the 
world, which means we are really, 
really important.”

WIKILEAKS’ ROLE
DEBRIEF: MUCKRAKER
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hired Sater, who by 2005 
became Bayrock’s man-
aging partner; subse-
quently, the fi rm entered 
into deals with Trump to 
develop various hotel and 
condo projects. In 2010, 
Bayrock’s former fi nance 
director sued the company 
(but not Trump) over one 
of those joint ventures, 
the Trump SoHo, calling 
the building “a Russian 
mob project” financed 
with mysterious cash from 
Kazakhstan and Russia.

VICTOR PODOBNYY
At a January 2013 energy 
conference in New York, 
Podobnyy met future 
Trump adviser Carter 
Page. At the time, Podob-
nyy was a clandestine 
Russian intel l igence 
agent working under 
diplomatic cover in Rus-
sia’s UN delegation. For 
the next five months, 
Page met with, emailed, 
and provided documents 
to  Podobnyy about the 
energy business, believ-
ing that Podobnyy’s UN 
position would help him 
broker deals in Russia. 
All the while, Podobnyy 

and one of his colleagues 
attempted to recruit 
Page as an asset. In 2015, 
Podobnyy was busted by 
the fbi for being an unreg-
istered agent of a foreign 
government, along with 
two other Russians, but 
avoided arrest and pros-
ecution because of his 
diplomatic immunity.

SERGEI MILLIAN
The Belarusian American 
president of the Russian 
American Chamber of 
Commerce in the USA 
fi rst met Trump in 2007 
at Moscow’s Millionaire 
Fair. Millian—whose given 
name is Siarhei Kukuts—
says he later signed an 
agreement with the 
Trump Organization to 
market Trump properties 
to buyers in Russia and 
the former Soviet bloc. In 
June 2016, Millian shared a 
slew of allegations about 
Trump with an associate. 
These allegations, corrob-
orated by other sources, 
according to the ex-Brit-
ish spy Christopher Steele, 
would later make it into 
Steele’s unverifi ed intelli-
gence reports on Trump’s 

Russia ties—where Millian 
is reportedly identifi ed as 
source “D.”

THE OLIGARCHS

DMITRY RYBOLOVLEV
Known in Russia as the 
“fertilizer king,” this bil-
lionaire oligarch bought a 
Palm Beach mansion from 
Trump in 2008 for $95 
million—more than twice 
what Trump paid for it 
in the mid-2000s. It was 
a surprisingly high price, 
given Florida’s crashing 
real estate market and an 
appraisal for much less. 
At least twice during the 
campaign, Rybolovlev’s 
plane was in the same lo-
cation as Trump’s, fueling 
speculation of deeper ties.

DMITRY FIRTASH
For years, this Ukrainian 
natural-gas titan cut deals 
with Russia’s state-owned 
gas company, Gazprom. 
Putin’s administration 
sold him Russian gas at a 
steep discount, and Firtash 
resold it in Ukraine, rein-
vesting some of the profi ts 
into electing pro-Putin 
politicians, including 
Viktor Yanukovych. In 
2008, Firtash partnered 
with Manafort on an $885 
million deal to buy and 
redo a New York hotel. 
The deal fell apart, but a 
few years later Firtash and 
Manafort were together 
again—this time named 
in a lawsuit alleging that 
Firtash laundered money 
through a New York in-
vestment fund established 
with Manafort’s help to 

send back to Ukraine for 
political use. (The case was 
dismissed in 2015.) Since 
2013, the United States 
has sought to extradite 
Firtash from Austria to 
face bribery charges in an 
unrelated case.

OLEG DERIPASKA
This billionaire aluminum 
magnate was denied entry 
to the United States in the 
mid-1990s because of sus-
pected ties to the Russian 
Mafi a. A few years later, 
Manafort helped Deri-
paska try to secure a visa 
to come to the United 
States. In 2006, Deripaska 
reportedly hired Manafort 
for a $10 million annual 
contract; Manafort re-
portedly pitched Deri-
paska on a plan to bolster 
Putin’s image in the US and 
elsewhere. In 2014, Deri-
paska sued Manafort for 
accepting a $19 million in-
vestment and then failing 
to account for the funds. 
(The suit is pending.)

ARAS AGALAROV
This billionaire’s real 
estate company, Crocus 
Group, has secured mul-
tiple contracts from the 
Kremlin, and Agalarov 
personally received a 
medal of honor from 
Putin. In 2013, Agalarov 
partnered with Trump to 
bring the Miss Universe 
pageant to Moscow, 
where it was hosted at 
one of his lavish proper-
ties. The day before the 
pageant, Agalarov helped 
organize a meeting for 
Trump with more than 
a dozen of Russia’s top 
moguls. Agalarov claims 
he and Trump made a deal 
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to build a Trump Tower in 
Moscow following the 
pageant, a venture that 
never materialized.

EMIN AGALAROV
Trump starred in a 2013 
music video with this 
middling Russian pop 
star (the son of Aras 
Agalarov). It was shot 
on the morning of the 
Miss Universe pageant 
in Moscow, where Emin 
performed two numbers. 
In a March 2017 inter-
view, Emin described an 
ongoing relationship—in-
cluding “messages” and a 
handwritten note—with 
the Trump family that 
continued after Trump’s 
inauguration. “Now that 
he ran and was elected, 
he does not forget his 
friends,” Emin said.

VIKTOR VEKSELBERG
The Ukrainian oil baron  
with past ties to the 
Kremlin is reportedly 
worth $12 .8 bi l l ion. 
Through his company 
Renova, he holds a 5.5 
percent stake in the Bank 
of Cyprus, where Wilbur 
Ross served as vice chair-
man of the board until his 
confi rmation as US com-
merce secretary in March. 

WATCHDOGS 
AND LAPDOGS

SEN. JOHN MCCAIN 
After the presidential 
election, McCain obtained 
a copy of Steele’s dossier, 
passing it to Comey during 
a December meeting. “I 
think there’s a lot more 
shoes to drop from this 
centipede,” the six-term 
senator and chairman of 
the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee said

this spring. While his 
fellow Republicans have 
tried to squelch probes 
into the scandal, McCain 
has pressed for a more 
aggressive inquiry, calling 
for a special congress-
ional select committee or 
an independent commis-
sion. In mid-May, he said 
the growing scandal had 
reached “Watergate size 
and scale.”

SEN. LINDSEY 
GRAHAM
On the campaign trail, the 
South Carolina senator 
was a harsh critic of 
Trump, calling the real 
estate mogul a “jackass” 
who lacked “the temper-
ament or judgment to be 
commander in chief.” Like 
McCain, Graham is one 
of few Republicans who 
have not sought to down-
play the Russia scandal. 
His Senate Judiciary sub-
committee has mounted 
an investigation into the 
Kremlin’s election inter-
ference that Graham has 
vowed is “going to find 
out all things Russia.”

REP. DEVIN NUNES
The House Intelligence 
Committee chairman’s 
b ra z e n  a t t e m p t  t o 
provide cover for Trump’s 
wiretapping allegations 
backfi red in epic fashion. 
After Nunes’  White 
House-aided effort was 
unmasked, he was forced 
to recuse himself from the 
Intelligence Committee’s 
probe of Russian election 
meddling. Now the Cali-
fornia congressman, who 
served on Trump’s transi-
tion team, is himself under 
investigation by the House 
Ethics Committee for pos-
sibly disclosing classifi ed 
information.

REP. ADAM SCHIFF
The ranking Democrat on 
the House Intelligence 
Committee has been de-
scribed as “Trump’s public 
prosecutor.” During the 
panel’s fi rst hearing on the 
Russia matter, Schi�  laid 
out what amounted to an 
indictment in his lengthy 
opening statement. In 
his previous career as a 
federal pros ecutor, he 
brought charges against 
the fi rst fbi agent indicted 
for espionage. The con-
gressman has been calling 
for an independent inves-
tigation from the start 
and clashed repeatedly 
with Nunes.

SEN. MARK WARNER
One of the only Demo-
crats with any real say 
in how the Russia probe 
plays out, the top Demo-
crat on the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee says 
the investigation is “the 
most important thing 
I’ve ever done.” It wasn’t 
until Warner threatened 
to boycott the hacking 
p r o b e  t h a t  Tr u m p - 
boosting Sen. Richard Burr 
agreed to include possible 
Trump-Russia links in the 
investigation. Warner 
now says he has full 
“confi dence” in Burr, but 
various reports indicate 
he has become frustrated 
with Burr’s slow pace.

SEN. RICHARD BURR
“There’s not a separation 
between me and Donald 
Trump,” Burr said during 
his reelection campaign. 
Burr also worked on the 
Trump campaign’s na-
tional security team and 
takes credit for instigat-
ing the fbi’s investigation 
into Clinton’s emails. The 
three-term Republican and 
chairman of the Senate 
Intelligence Committee 

was enlisted by the White 
House in February, along 
with Nunes, to person-
ally call reporters to push 
back on stories concern-
ing Trump associates and 
Russia. No surprise, Burr 
originally said his panel’s 
investigation would not 
involve Trump’s campaign. 
He has since changed his 
tune, but concerns remain 
about whether he can lead 
a full and fair inquiry.

THE HYPERVENTILATORS 

LOUISE MENSCH
Of all the self-appointed 
detectives propagating 
their theories on Twitter, 
Mensch, a novelist and 
former Conservative 
member of the British 
Parliament, is the most 
bombastic and contro-
versial. The day before 
the presidential election, 
Mensch, who’s known 
for making fantastical 
claims, reported that 
the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Court had 
granted the fbi a warrant 
to surveil Americans 
with ties to Trump as 
part of its investigation. 

Another two months 
would pass before the 
New York Times con-
fi rmed the existence of a 
warrant from the court in 
the case of Carter Page. 
Since then, Mensch has 
made claims that Page 
traveled to Moscow last 
July to explicitly request 
Russia’s help in hacking 
the election, delivering 
a prerecorded tape of 
Trump o� ering to make 
US policy more benefi-
cial to Putin if elected. 
No reputable media have 
reported this.

JOHN SCHINDLER
The former nsa analyst 
declared in August 2016 
that, regardless of who 
became president, Putin 
had already won the 
election by meddling 
with the American po-
litical system. Oddly, 
Schindler wrote about 
this in Jared Kushner’s 
New York Observer where 
Schindler is a regular col-
umnist. (Kushner has 
since stepped down as 
the paper’s publisher.) In 
his column and Twitter 
feed—which Schindler 
liberally peppers with 
blindly sourced intel com-
munity gossip—he confi -
dently suggests it’s only 
a matter of time before 
Trump’s collusion with 
the Kremlin is revealed. 
Sample tweet: “Trump 
knows his illegal ties to 
Moscow will be exposed 
soon. Hence his panic. He 
will do anything to save 
himself. Even provoking 
civil war.”
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IT’S UP TO THE PUBLIC 

—ALL OF US— 
TO M A K E S U R E T R U T H P R E VA I L S OV E R P O W E R.

And there are three things you can do to help 
now that you’ve read our special, free report.

1
Join the more than 
2,000 readers who 
are supporting our 
Trump-Russia reporting  
project with a tax-
deductible monthly (or 
one-time) donation. 
MotherJones.com/
RussiaSupport

2
If you’re not ready 
to sign up as a 
monthly donor—all 
of whom receive 
a complimentary 
subscription—but  
want to get our 
magazine now that 
you’ve read it in print, 
you can subscribe for 
just $12 a year.
MotherJones.com/
RussiaSubscribe

3
You can also sign up for 
our Russian Connection 
newsletter to receive 
a weekly recap of the 
most important stories.
MotherJones.com/
RussiaNewsletter




